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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. 



A computer-implemented report generation system, comprising: 



a first generator, operably linked through a first interface to one or more associated 
first type components, which invokes at least one first type component to generate a report 
element of a first type; and 

a second generator, operably linked through a second interface to one or more 
associated second type components, which invokes at least one second type component to 
generate a report element of a second type; 

wherein said first and second generators each invoke at least one component in 
response to processing first and second type included component sections that 
respectively identify the at least one first and second type components to be invoked. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the invoked at least one first and second type 
components acquire data from a collected data record and generate the report elements based 
on said acquired data. 

3. The system of claim 2 wherein the collected data record is associated with the 
first and second type included component sections. 

4. The system of claim 3 wherein the generated report elements are adapted to be 
combined with a report template file that is associated with the collected data record. 
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5. The system of claim 4 wherein the report template file includes at least one of: 

at least one constant information section, at least one first type information field and 
at least one second type information field 

wherein the at least one first type and at least one second type information 
fields receive the generated at least one first and second type report elements. 

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the one or more first type components generate 
one of graph elements, text elements, and table elements. 

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the one or more second type components 
generate one of text elements, graph elements, and table elements. 

8. The system of claim 1 further comprising a third generator operably linked 
through a third interface to one or more associated third type components, which invokes at 
least one third type component to generate a report element of a third type. 

9. The system of claim 8 wherein the one or more third type elements generate 

one of: 

text elements; 
graph elements; and 
table elements. 

10. A system of claim 1 wherein the system is implemented by a memory storage 
device having executable instructions. 
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1 1 . The system of claim 1 wherein the first and second included component 
sections are contained in a common included components record. 
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12. A report generation system implemented on one or more computers, 
comprising: 

a first generator, operably linked through a first interface to one or more associated 
first type components for invoking at least one first type component to generate a report 
element of a first type; 

a second generator, operably linked through a second interface to one or more 
associated second type components for invoking at least one second type component to 
generate a report element of a second type; and 

a database having at least one included components record, wherein said first and 
second generators each invoke at least one component in response to processing a selected 
one of the at least one included components records and the selected one included 
components record identifies the at least one first and second type components to be invoked. 

13. The system of claim 12 wherein the invoked at least one first and second type 
components generate their respective report element from data acquired from a collected data 
record that is associated with the selected one included components record. 

14. The system of claim 13 wherein the generated report elements are adapted to 
be combined with a report template file that is associated with both the collected data record 
and selected one included components record. 

15. The system of claim 14 wherein the report template file includes at least one 

of: 

at least one constant information section, at least one first type information field, and 
at least one second type information field, wherein at least one first type and at least one 
second type information field receive the generated at least one first and second type report 
elements. 
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16. The system of claim 12 wherein the one or more first type component 
generates a graph element, and the one or more second type component generates a text 
element. 

17. The system of claim 12 further comprising a variable definitions database for 
providing first and second type element information to the first and second type components. 
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18. A computer implemented method for generating a report, comprising: 

processing a first type included components section that identifies at least one type 
component; 

invoking the identified at least one first type component to generate at least one 
corresponding first type report element; 

processing a second type included components section that identifies at least one 
second type component; 

invoking the identified at least one second type component to generate at least one 
corresponding second type report element; and 

operably combining said generated first and second type report elements with a report 
template file that is associated with the first and second included components sections to 
generate the report. 

19. The method of claim 18 wherein the act of operably combining includes: 

processing the report template file with a word processing program that retrieves the 
generated first and second type report elements. 

20. The method of claim 18 wherein the first and second type included 
components sections are part of a common included components record. 

21 . The method of claim 18 further comprising the act of: 

acquiring data from a collected data record that is associated with the report template 
file, wherein the generated report is based on the acquired data. 
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